
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Billy Graham 
 
Evangelist Billy Graham remained faithful to his calling to preach the Gospel, using every means 
possible to reach as many people as possible with his transformational message. In an era where 
confidence in institutions has crumbled, and even religious leaders and organizations are being 
criticized for lack of integrity, Mr. Graham stood as an example of how to finish well.   
 
Over more than six decades of public ministry, Mr. Graham personally, and the corporate ministry he 
founded, enjoyed an impeccable reputation through a combination of God’s providence and protection; 
Mr. Graham’s personal, moral, spiritual and financial integrity; a strong board and capable staff; 
responsible stewardship; and a singular focus on evangelism.  
 
It has been said that the world will not see another like Mr. Graham in our generation.  In fact, his 
influence has been so broad, and his impact so far-reaching, we won’t know this side of heaven the 
extent of his legacy, no matter how clearly defined. Beyond the millions of individuals whose lives were 
changed by responding to his message, his legacy is myriad.  Consider (partial list): 
 

• He was called and functioned as “America’s Pastor,” “Pastor to Presidents” and “God’s 
Ambassador to the World” 

• He was an influencer of influencers on the world stage, including presidents and world leaders 

• He ministered over a span of six decades, during which America found faith after World War 
II, lost its faith and then began regaining and rediscovering faith again 

• He remained at the forefront of cutting edge evangelism – aggressively and progressively 
using every means and technology available to extend his crusades to reach as many people 
as possible – first radio, then television, land-line relay and satellite extension – culminating in 
the innovative Mission World, Global Mission and World Television Series  

• Several of his milestone sermons were carried worldwide, including his post 9-11 Day of 
Remembrance address from the National Cathedral on Sept. 14, 2001; his homily at President 
Nixon’s funeral, which he officiated; his sermon at the Oklahoma City Statewide Prayer 
Service, which he co-hosted with President Clinton; and his remarks to national leadership at 
his Congressional Gold Medal ceremony in the Capitol Rotunda 

• He helped to fulfill the Great Commission to “preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth,” 
including three Global Mission sermons carried direct to live audiences of 10 million gathered 
in 3,000 locations each night   

• He was a spiritual entrepreneur, who had seminal influence or involvement in founding more 
than 30 other ministry organizations, including “Christianity Today,” Gordon Conwell, ECFA, 
etc. 

• He brought together Evangelical scholars and evangelists to define their task and train leaders 
of future generations by convening several worldwide congresses – both academic and 
working – including Berlin, Lausanne and Amsterdam ’83, ’86 and 2000 

• He trained countless pastors through regular Schools of Evangelism  

• He was a catalyst to bring church leaders together around shared priorities rather than 
differences 



• His crusades brought unity, visibility and credibility to the local church 

• He defined and gave credibility to Evangelical Christianity and cultivated a priority of 
evangelism among Protestants, including mainline denominations 

• He prompted Protestant/Catholic cooperation in evangelism 

• He facilitated rapprochement between Christians and Jews; Catholics and Protestants; 
Fundamentalists and Evangelicals 

• Though primarily an evangelist, he was consistently a man of conscience, compassion and 
peace  

• He provided leadership influence by example in racial/denominational reconciliation and Civil 
Rights 

• He was the first person from east or west to preach behind the Iron Curtain, and pioneered 
ministry in many countries long closed to the Gospel, including the former Soviet Union, China 
and North Korea 

• He was regularly involved in compassion ministry, specifically pre-Samaritan’s Purse disaster 
relief – such as earthquakes in Guatemala and India (where they even named a rebuilt town 
after him) 

• He maintained a longstanding positive and prolific relationship with the news media, and 
intentionally made himself available to them as an authoritative resource on spiritual and 
religious issues 

• He was a ministry media pioneer, since the early 1950’s hosting regular programs on radio 
(“Hour of Decision”) and television (weekly coast-to-coast on ABC network, followed by 
syndicated crusades); the world’s largest producer and distributor of religious films (more than 
130 through World Wide Pictures); publisher of the second-largest religious periodical 
(Decision magazine); publisher (Grayson); and author of 27 books 

• He modeled “leadership with love” that kept a team together for more than six decades 

• He demonstrated personal, spiritual and financial integrity 

• He facilitated a relevant intergenerational impact into his 80’s, that became a national model 
in attracting younger audiences 

• He received numerous awards for his achievements and unprecedented recognition through 
multiple appearances “Most Admired Men” polls, including 51 times consecutively on Gallup’s 
annual list 

• He motivated pastors in evangelism (including many liberal or secular) who had a 
transformational experience at one of his crusades  

 
 
 
 


