
 

BACKGROUNDER: FATHERLESSNESS IN AMERICA 
Blessing of the Father Ministries works to heal a social ill – fatherlessness – that has 
become an epidemic in this country. 
 
In the Moynihan Report in 1965, then-Assistant Labor Secretary Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan sounded the alarm about family disintegration and fatherlessness: "A 
community that allows a large number of young men to grow up in broken homes, 
dominated by women, never acquiring any stable relationship to male authority, never 
acquiring any set of rational expectations about the future — that community asks for 
and gets chaos. …A nation can't long flourish without the commitment of fathers to raise 
their sons — and, yes, their daughters, too.”  
 
The U.S. Census Bureau reports that the percentage of children living with only their 
mother nearly tripled from 8 percent in 1960 to 23 percent in 2016. Another 4 percent 
aren’t living with either parent, meaning that about 20 million children don’t have a father 
in their home. 
 
A 2015 study by the Pew Research Center, “Parenting in America,” showed a rise in 
births occurring outside of marriage from just 5 percent in 1960 to about 40 percent in 
recent years. According to another Pew study, this one released in 2011, only 22 
percent of fathers who live outside the home see their children more than once a week. 
 
“A generation ago, an American child could reasonably expect to grow up with his or her 
father,” said David Blankenhorn, author of “Fatherless America.” “Today an American 
child can reasonably expect not to. Fatherlessness is now approaching a rough parity 
with fatherhood as a defining feature of American childhood.” 
 
The National Center for Fathering reports that fatherless children are: 
 

• 2 times more likely to commit suicide; 
• 4 times more likely to be raised in poverty; 
• 9 times more likely to drop out of school; 
• 9 times more likely to be raped or sexually abused in a home without a biological 

father; 
• 10 times more likely to abuse chemical substances; 
• 11 times more likely to have violent behavior; and 



• 20 times more likely to be incarcerated. 
 
“God has made every one of us to be loved and blessed by our fathers,” said Ed Tandy 
McGlasson, founder of Blessing of the Father Ministries. “But if fathers aren’t around or 
aren’t loving, we suffer from wounds inflicted by them. Ultimately, you have to look to 
God for your blessing.” 
 
For additional information about how Blessing of the Father Ministries is tackling the 
issue of fatherlessness, visit https://www.blessingofthefather.com/.   


