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Erick Schenkel, Ph.D., serves as 
Executive Director of The JESUS Film 
Project® and has been working in
ministry since he graduated from Harvard 
College in 1974 when he led a team that 
established a church and elementary 
school in Massachusetts.  

During his time leading this church, Schenkel returned to Harvard and 
obtained two master’s degrees and a Ph.D. in the Study of Religion.  

After 25 years of pastoral ministry, Schenkel and his wife E lizabeth
sensed God’s calling to plant churches overseas. W ith four of their

five children, they moved to Central Asia, built relationships and 
showed the JESUS film hundreds of times in their home. While in 
Central Asia, Schenkel served as the director of a non-profit 
organization from 1999 to 2012 and worked alongside The JESUS 
Film Project teams.  

Living in Central Asia, the Schenkels experienced several home 
break-ins. During one invasion, men in black hoods and running suits 
entered their home around 4 a.m. and beat both of them, causing 



them to be airlifted out of the country. After this tragedy, the couple 
felt the need to return to their commitments in Central Asia to 
continue building up young believers and churches within the 
community.  

With more than three decades of experience in pioneering ministries, 
Erick began his role as Executive Director of The JESUS Film Project 
in April 2012, succeeding Jim Green and founder Paul Eshleman. 
The Schenkels currently live in Orlando, Fla.  

 
ELIZABETH SCHENKEL has been actively 
involved in Christian ministry on three 
continents over the past 42 years. From 1974 
to 1996, she worked with her husband, Erick, 
to plant a thriving church and launch an 
innovative elementary and junior high school 
in Massachusetts. From 1996 to 2007, 
Elizabeth and Erick lived and worked in 
Central Asia establishing churches alongside 
JESUS film teams.  
 
In 2007, they moved to France and then to 
Turkey to minister to people living in North 
Africa, the Middle East, and Central Asia. 

During that time Elizabeth served on the writing and production teams that 
created the Jesus Film RIVKA film series. In April of 2012, Erick accepted 
the position of Executive Director of the Jesus Film Project®, and they 
moved to Orlando, Florida.  
 
Elizabeth attended Duke University, is fluent in Russian and has a working 
knowledge of French. Erick and Elizabeth, married for 42 years, have five 
grown children and three grandchildren. 
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Josh Newell serves with The JESUS 
Film Project® as its Marketing and 
Communications Director. His passion is 
communicating the love of Jesus to 
those who are both near and far off. A 
product of Indiana University’s School of 
Journalism and the University of 
Virginia’s Darden School of Business, 
Newell combines his passion and skills 

to amplify this message across the globe.  

He began his career with Campus Crusade for Christ 
International®  by producing new language translations of JESUS, 
with his work taking him  to 35 different countries. N ew ell then m oved 
from production w ork to distribution – leading 30 national entities in 
the M iddle E ast and N orth A frica – who conducted grassroots 
campaigns w ith church planters from  every m ajor global and 
national denom ination to plant churches using The JE S U S  Film  
Project’s suite of film s. B esides his m edia -focused work, Newell 
helped initiate the leadership developm ent program  for C am pus 
Crusade’s North Africa and Middle East organization.  

He currently lives in Virginia with his wife, Holly, and four children and 
enjoys all manner of sports, especially those played by his kids.  

 




