
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

Date  December 7, 2017 

Contact Robin Barnett    Julie Shutley 
   Director of Public Relations  A. Larry Ross  

   616-698-3251    214-457-1398  

  robin.barnett@harpercollins.com   julie@alarryross.com  
 

New Book Challenges a ‘Less is More’ Mentality 
Wilfredo De Jesùs, ‘Pastor Choco,’ Helps Readers 

Experience Life to the Fullest in Move Into More 
 

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich., Dec. 7, 2017 — The newest trend has us clearing out clutter to 
be happier, but in Move Into More: The Limitless Surprises of a Faithful God 
(Zondervan, ISBN 978-0-310-34992-1), which simultaneously releases in English and 
Spanish on April 24, 2018, Wilfredo De Jesús, who is affectionately known as Pastor 
Choco, shares a secret. God doesn’t want us to have less; He wants us to experience 
more. 
 

“Our culture throws around the hashtag #blessed often referring 
to the material, physical, concrete items we enjoy, but the Bible 
has a different definition of a blessing,” says Pastor Choco. “The 
blessings that come from God are spiritual peace and 
contentment, joy and purpose. These blessings lead to the 
abundant life of ‘more’ that God has in store for each person who 
believes and trusts in Him.”  
 
In October 2017, TIME magazine, which named Pastor Choco 
one of the 100 most influential people in the world in 2013, wrote 
about Pastor Choco and his church’s efforts on behalf of Puerto 
Rico after devastating hurricanes. Pastor Choco would describe 
these efforts as blessing others which is a result and a 
requirement for experiencing God’s more.   

 
“Being apart of the solution to someone else’s real problem is much more satisfying 
than solving any of my first-world problems. We are blessed not to hoard his gifts for our 
own selfish gain but to bless others with what he has given us,” writes Pastor Choco. 
“You can be a blessing to others simply by speaking kind words, by volunteering your 
time, by giving of your financial resources, by sharing your possessions, by giving food 
or sharing your testimony. As you empty yourself and pour into somebody’s life, God 
pours into you!” 
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In Move Into More, Pastor Choco shares his own life story as well as historical 
examples of biblical figures who experienced the power of God’s “more.” Pastor Choco 
tells readers that they, too, have been marked by God, to experience a more abundant 
life than the one they are currently living.  
 
“Jesus told us, ’I came that they may have life and have it more abundantly’ (John 10:10 
ESV),” writes Pastor Choco. ”This rich, full, satisfying life is not about wealth and 
material possessions. It’s not about fame and celebrity or political power. God’s more is 
far better! It’s infinite—there’s no ceiling on what God can do when you let him.”“  
  
Pastor Choco warns of the dangers of filling our lives with our wants and desires, and 
how when we do so, we make no room for God’s more. Business, fear, worry and pride 
keep us from living the abundant life God has for us.  
 
“Don’t cling to all the toys weighing you down,” Pastor Choco said. “God does not want 
you to stay there. He wants you to keep on pushing. And for you to keep on moving, 
you must throw off what’s weighing you down. Sacrifice the very 
things in your life that hinder your relationship with God. You’ll 
never know what you will gain until you’re willing to lose 
everything for God!” 
 
About Pastor Choco: Pastor Choco is the Senior Pastor of 
New Life Covenant Church, one of the fastest growing churches 
in Chicago and the largest Assemblies of God church in the 
United States. The main campus resides in one of Chicago’s 
Puerto Rican neighborhoods and many of the church members 
are Puerto Rican descent, including Pastor Choco and his wife.  
 
Move Into More will release April 24, 2018. The Spanish edition 
of the book, Dios No Tiene Límites (ISBN: 9780829767759), will 
also release on April 24, 2018.  
 
For additional information, visit http://www.zondervan.com/move-into-more. 
 
Zondervan is a world leading Bible publisher and provider of Christian communications.  
Zondervan, part of HarperCollins Christian Publishing, Inc., delivers transformational Christian 
experiences through its bestselling Bibles, books, curriculum, academic resources and digital 
products. The Company’s products are sold worldwide and translated into nearly 200 
languages. Zondervan offices are located in Grand Rapids, Mich.  For additional information, 
please visit www.zondervan.com. 
 

### 

 
NOTE TO EDITORS: To request a copy of Move Into More or arrange an interview with Pastor 
Choco, please contact Julie Shutley at 214-457-1398 or Julie@alarryross.com.  
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About Wilfredo De Jesus 

Author of Move Into More 
 

Wilfredo De Jesús, author of Move Into More: The 
Limitless Surprises of a Faithful God (Zondervan, 
ISBN 978-0-310-34992-1), is one of the country’s most 
prominent Christian leaders.  
 
TIME magazine featured him twice in April 2013 – first 
in a cover story headlined “The Latino Reformation” 
and also as one of the year’s 100 most influential 
people in the world. TIME called De Jesús “the new 
face of social justice.” In October 2017, TIME also 
wrote about De Jesús and his church’s efforts on 
behalf of Puerto Rico after devastating Hurricanes 
Irma and Maria.  
 
Known affectionately as “Pastor Choco” because of 
his love of chocolate as a child, his roots run deep in 
Chicago’s Humboldt Park, the community where he 
grew up and still lives. 
 
As a young man, he seemed headed for trouble, perhaps as a member of a gang like 
his brothers.  His father, an alcoholic, abandoned the family when De Jesús was 8 
years old. He failed the third grade and had difficulty reading. 
 
When he was 14, he applied for a job in a summer youth program pioneered by 
legendary Chicago Mayor Richard J. Daley. De Jesús expected to clean streets; 
instead, the city sent him to work at a day camp at a small church in his neighborhood. 
 
At the end of the summer, he became a Christian, and his life was transformed. He has 
been at the church -- New Life Covenant Church -- ever since. 
 
While serving in ministry positions, he received a bachelor’s degree in communications 
from Trinity International University and a master’s degree in Christian ministry from 
North Park Theological Seminary, both in the Chicago area. 
 
After more than 20 years at the church, he was appointed Senior Pastor in July 2000. 
 
Since then, New Life has grown from a weekly attendance of 120 to 17,000, including 
its other campuses and “daughter” churches, making it the largest Assemblies of God 
church in the country.  Today, New Life has more than 130 ministries to the poor, 
hurting and disenfranchised. 

-more- 



 

  

 

De Jesús has been active in community affairs, serving as executive assistant to the 
CEO of Chicago Public Schools and as a commissioner on the Chicago Zoning Board 
of Appeals. He ran for mayor of Chicago in 2010. 

 
He has also served as the Vice President for Social Justice for the National Hispanic 
Christian Leadership Conference. 
 
In 2012, he released his first book, Amazing Faith, in which he shares his life story and 
message: “No one is too lost, too evil, too wounded or too hopeless.  No one is beyond 
the transforming power of God’s love.” In 2014, he wrote, In the Gap: What Happens 
When God’s People Stand Strong, a book that shares nine examples of people in the 
scriptures who recognized “gap” situations and trusted God to use them to make a 
difference.  
 
De Jesús is a sought-after speaker at various church and leadership conferences 
around the country and abroad. He and his wife Elizabeth have three children and 
granddaughter Charlie. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

  

 

For an interview with Pastor Wilfredo De Jesús, contact Julie Shutley at 214-457-1398 or 
julie@alarryross.com. 
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Suggest Interview Questions 

Move Into More by Wilfred De Jesús 
 

1. Would you share how you have experienced God’s “more” in your own life?  
 

2. How might our own definition of more be different that God’s “more”?  
 

3. Is it possible to miss God’s “more” in your life? 
 

4. Could you share a few stories of people in the Bible who experienced God’s “more”?  
 

5. With the current trends of de-cluttering and simplifying, how does this book go against 
our current culture?  

 
6. What are some things that distract or prevent us from experiencing God’s more?  

 
7. The hashtag #blessed is very common on social media. How do we use that word 

appropriately and inappropriately? 
 

8. Generally speaking and as a country, we do have quite a bit more than others across the 
world. What does the Bible say about what we should be doing with our more? Could 
you share with us about your work in Puerto Rico after the devastating hurricanes and 
how it is related to this concept in your book?  

 
9. What are some of the risks of experiencing God’s “more”? 

 
10. In the context of your new book, Move Into More, when we experience difficult times, 

what should be our response?  
 


