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Believing immigration reform is as much a religious issue as it is a policy, 
NHCLC/CONEL leaders have been actively rallying support from the Evangelical 
Christian community, which was once hesitant to embrace reform but now believes it is 
necessary to heal communities, usher in peace and promote righteousness and justice.  
 
NHCLC/CONEL supports reform focused on three main elements that puts an end to all 
illegal immigration. First, increasing border protection, including using infrared, satellite, 
and other technologies in addition to border patrols. Second, creating a market-driven, 
guest-worker program that provides clear avenues by which millions of undocumented 
families can obtain legal status in a manner that reflects the Judeo-Christian value 
system on which this nation was founded. And finally, developing standards for 
undocumented residents without a criminal record who are earning citizenship status to 
go to the back of the citizenship line and receive a financial penalty, while acquiring civic 
and language proficiency and serving the local community. 
 
NHCLC/CONEL leaders, including President Rev. Samuel Rodriguez, have held 
numerous meetings with The White House and Congress working within the legislative 
system toward comprehensive immigration reform. 
 
The organization reluctantly supported President Barack Obama’s Immigration 
Executive Order, standing firm to the belief that the best way of addressing immigration 
reform should be through the legislative process – by Congress passing comprehensive 
immigration reform, and the subsequent bill being signed by the President – not by 
Executive Order.  
 
NHCLC/CONEL has been active in working to solve the human crisis at the border and 
in July 2014 launched a concerted effort to keep unaccompanied children away from the 
U.S. border. Through an informative and educational campaign, NHCLC/CONEL has 
worked with thousands of churches in Latin America to urge congregants not to send 
their children to cross the border.  
 
Additionally, the organization has asked churches worldwide to join in prayer on five 
important fronts: unaccompanied children, their parents, Latin American government 
leaders, U.S. government leaders and the overwhelmed law enforcement officers who 
are in the middle of this crisis and doing their best to enforce current policies. 
 
NHCLC/CONEL has also launched a comprehensive PSA campaign across Latin 
America through television and radio advertisements as well as leaflets, print ads and 
other materials with the goal of reducing the number of unaccompanied children at the 
border to zero by the end of the year. 

 


