
BACKGROUNDER: STONE MOUNTAIN 

At a time when Confederate monuments serve as a lightning rod for racial 
strife, Stone Mountain is a powerful symbol of our tragic past. Stone 
Mountain Park is also the No. 1 tourist attraction in Georgia, drawing 
about 4 million guests a year. 

The granite dome rises 825 feet above the suburban Atlanta landscape, 
with huge carvings of Confederate leaders Jefferson Davis, Robert E. Lee 
and Stonewall Jackson on its face. The surface of the carving measures 
three acres, larger than a football field or Mount Rushmore, and towers 
400 feet above the ground. 

Richard Rose, president of the Atlanta chapter of the NAACP, called 
Stone Mountain “the largest shrine to white supremacy in the history of 
the world.” 

But it also is a popular family attraction, including laser shows, fireworks, 
camping, golf and many other activities. And then there is the mountain 
itself – tourists can reach the top via cable car or by hiking a one-mile trail 
up the slope. 

In contrast to its status as a tourist attraction, Stone Mountain has been 
the site of protests by civil-rights activists and white supremacists. In 
1915, a small group of white men climbed the mountain and lit a flaming 
cross to mark the rebirth of the Ku Klux Klan, which had been largely 
stamped out in the late 19th century. 

In 1963, Martin Luther King declared “Let freedom ring from Stone 
Mountain of Georgia” in his “I Have a Dream” speech during the March on 
Washington. That was even before the park was formally dedicated in 
1970 in a ceremony attended by Vice President Spiro Agnew. The 
sculpture wasn’t completed until 1972. 

Stone Mountain remains controversial today, with one gubernatorial 
candidate in Georgia calling for the removal of the Confederate carving 
and others calling to keep it. 


