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The original JESUS film has transformed millions of lives in 
many of the most remote areas of the globe.  

Bill Bright, co-founder of Campus Crusade for Christ®, 
dreamed of developing an appealing, biblically accurate film 
about the life of Christ. Following five years of research by a 
team of scholars and Christian leaders, John Heyman 
provided leadership to the film’s 1978 production and filming 
on location in Israel. Warner Bros. distributed the film, and 
JESUS opened in U.S. theaters in October 1979. The 
JESUS Film Project®, a ministry of Campus Crusade, was 
formed to translate and distribute the film worldwide.  

“Our mission was to show the JESUS film to every person in 
the world in an understandable language and in a setting 
where they live,” said Paul Eshleman, former director of The 
JESUS Film Project and now a Vice President of Campus 
Crusade for Christ.  

Missionaries showed the film by taking projectors and power 
generators into areas that didn’t have electricity. Brian 
Helstrom of the Church of the Nazarene told The New York 
Times about a screening at a remote village in South Africa 
for about 350 people, most of who had never seen a movie 
before.  

“You could see them physically jump back at the sight of the 
serpent tempting Jesus,” he said. “When soldiers whipped 
Jesus, you could hear grown adults crying.”  



When the movie ended, 145 people stepped forward to 
become followers of Christ.  

Some years ago in Peru, communist guerillas stopped a 
missionary couple traveling to show the film in a village. The 
guerillas took the projector and reels of the film, according to 
a reporter for Christianity Today. Later, one of the guerillas 
contacted the couple to apologize and tell them he and some 
of his friends had chosen to follow Christ because of the 
movie.  

In 2010, when 33 Chilean miners were trapped more than 
2,000 feet below the surface for 69 days, Cruzada 
Estudiantil y Profesional Para Cristo (Campus Crusade for 
Christ in Chile) arranged for each of them to receive an MP3 
player in the mine with an audio version of the film. Many of 
them made a personal decision to follow Jesus as a result.  

The JESUS Film Project continues to work toward 
translating the film into additional languages in order to 
reach the remainder of the world with the message of Jesus. 
To help with this, The JESUS Film Project has developed an 
app, which has been installed by nearly 250,000 users.  

The app allows easy access to more than 1,100 translations 
of the original JESUS, Magdalena and The Story of Jesus 
for Children in full length and in segments; the series 
Following JESUS and Walking With Jesus; and a catalog of 
short films like My Last Day.  

 

More information about The Jesus Film Project is available 
at http://www.jesusfilm.org/ 
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